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XXl Cont’ wa e where | hope that that encircles the great plain of dead and were thinking of trek- by yonder White Witeh with ¢
CHAPTER i, ( d) :r?mu; him. Only it is far Kor, and descending rapidly to & king homeward. Here, also, Thom- of what had happened to dur- meat of mocking shadows,
What Umaslopogaas Saw. away, 50 you &lso must make & sheltered spot on the ouler siope aso greeted us, though I k that ing that period when her was abour to find the dead in the on
HY aid she do this? I won- 1,00 journey.” where our camp was (0 be set for he, like the Zulus, was as od & blsnk : wa/ in which they can be found
W«M Perhaps to pretend “Oh! that will be nice, 1 do 50 the night, at our safe return and, indeed, not To return to more Immediate uno‘l_y.bymmum
to powers which she did love travelling. especially to find Not very far from this place, as overpleased to see us. events. When we had been at pany.
Daddy, who | expect will have my 1 think | have mentioned, stood, and I him that Captain Robert: Strathmuir for a dey or two and | “It seems that it is the

uot possess, perhaps out of sheer
elfish mischief, or perhaps, as she
asserted, Jhs. to teach us & lesson
and to humb'e us in our own sight.

Well, If 5o, siie had succeeddd, for
rever did [ feel so crushed and

Yo taied as ot that moment,

When | awoke the ngxt morning
Liie Sun wus wellﬁp and after 1
had taken a swim ‘the old bath
and dressed myself, 1 went Lo see
how It fared with Ines. 1 found
ner sitting at the door of her house
looking extremely well and with a
radiant face.

| saw &t once that she did not
know me in the least and thought
that she had pever seen me before:
in short that her mind had gone,
exactly as Ayesha had sald that It
would do. By way of making con-
versition I asked her if she felt
well. She replied, “Oh! yes, she
had never felt better,” then added:

“Daddy has gone on a long
journey and wili not be back for
weeks and weeks.”

An idea game to me and I an-
swered:

“Yes, Igpz, but I am a [riend of
his and has sent me to take
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proper clothes with him, not these
which, although they are very com-
fortable and pretty, seem different
to what | used to wear., You look
vary nice, too, and | am sure that
we shall be great™glends, which 1
um glad of, for I have been rather
lunely slnce my mother went Lo live
with the saints In Heaven, because
you see Daddy is so busy and sa
often away that 1 do not see much
of him.” .

Upon my word, 1 could have wept
when | heard her prattle on thus. It
Js so terribly unnatural, almost
dreadful indeed, to listen to a full-
grown woman who talks in the ac-
cents and expresses the thoughts of
a child. However, under all the
circumstances, I recognized that
lier calamity was merciful, and re-
membering that Ayesha had proph-
esled the recovery of her mind as
well as its loss, and how great
seemed to be her powers in these
directions, I took such qomfort as |
could.

Leaving her 1 went to see the
two Zulug who had been wounded,
and found to my joy that they were
now quite well and it to travel,

While I was eating my breakfast
Hans announced the venerable Bll-
lall, who, with a sweeping bow, In-
formed me that he had come to in-
quire when we should be ready to
start, as he had received orders 12
see to all the necessary arrange-
ments. [ replied—within an hour,
and he departed in a hurry.

But little alter the appointed time
he re-anpea~ed with a number of
litters and their hearers, also with
a bodygusrd of twenty-five picked
men, all - f whom we recognized as
brave feillows who had fought well
fn the battle. These men and the
bearers old Billall harangued, tell-
ing them that they wera to guide,
carry and escort us to the other
side of the great swamp, or further
if wa needed it, and that it was the
word of She-who-commanded that if

1 suppose still stands, a very cu-
rious pinnacle of rock, which, doubt-
less belug of some harder sort, had
remained when, hundreds of thou-
sands or millions of years bLefore
the surounding lava had been
washed or corroded away. This
rock pilla® was perhaps Afty feet
high and as smooth as though ft
had been worked by man.

As we went by it far the second
time the sum had already disap-
peared behind the western cliff, but
a flerce ray from its sinking orb,
struck upon a storm-cloud that hysg
over us, thence was reflected in a,
glow of angry light of which the
focus or centre seemed Lo Iall upon
the summit of this strange and obe-
Iisk-like pinnacle of rock.

At the time | was out of my Iit-
ter and walking with Umslopogaas
at the end of the line, to make sure
that no one straggled In the on-
coming darkness. When we had
passed the column by some forty
or fifty yards something caused
Umslopogaas to turn and look back.
He uttered an exclamation which
made me follow his example with
the result that T-saw a very won-
derful thing. For there on tha point
of the pillar like 8t. Simeon Stylites
on his famous column, glowing in
the sunset rays as though she were
on fire, stood Ayesha herself.

It was a strange and in a way
a glorious sight, since poised thus
between earth and heaven, ehe
locked llke scme glowing angel
rather than a woman, standing ‘as
sl.e seemd to do upon the darkness,
finca the shadows save for the
faintest outline, had swallowed up
the column that supported her.
Moreover, in the intense, rich light
that was focussed on her, we could
see every detail of her form and
face, for she was unveiled, and even
her large and tender eyes, which
gazed npward emptily at this mo-
ment, they seemed very tender, yes,
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w we had rescued his daughter”
from the cannibals who had carried
her off, Information which 1 cau-

adventures elthér then or after-
ward, since if this were & ae tba
curse of the Whitp Queeu would
fall on them and bring them to
disaster and death.

Inez went to bed that mnight
without seeming to recognize her
old home, to all e just
a8 mindless child, as she h-d been
ever since the awoke from her
trance at Kor, Next morning, ¥ v
ever, Hans came to tell ms t'wt
she was changed and ths® she
wished to speak with ra. ] vent,
wondering, and found her in the
sitting room, dressed In Europe:n
clothes, which she had.te'en frem
where she Kept them, and cnce
more a reasoning woman. ¢
. 'Mr. Quatermain,” she sald, "l
suppose that | must have been f{ll,
for the last thing | remember Is
golng to sleep on the night after
you started for the hippopotamus
hunt. Where I8 my father? bid
any harm come to him while he
was hunting?"’

“Alas!” | answered, ly'ng boldl,
for I feared lest the truth should
take away her mind again, “it did.
He was trampled vpon by a hippo-
potamus bull which charged him,
and killed, and we were obliged to
bury him where he died.”

She bowed her head tor a while
and muttered some prayer for his
soul, then looked at me keenly and
sald:

“l do mot think you are telling
me everything, Mr. Quatermain, but
something séems to say to me that
this is because it is not well that
I should learn everything.”

“No,” | ansawered, “you have been

she did not ask me the true story

thought that her mind was clear
enough 1> judge of affairs, I told
Inez that | must journey om to
Natal, and asked her what she
wished to do. /ithout & mo-
meut's hesitation she replied that
she desired to come with me,

Then she showed me a secret
hiding place cunningly devised In
a sort of cellar under the sitting
room floor, where her father wap
accustomed to keep the spirits of
which he consumed so0 great a
quantity. In this hole beneath
some bricks we found a l.rge sum
of gold stored away, as Rovert-
son had always told his daughter
she would find In the event of
anything happéning to' him, With
the money were his will and se-
curities,- also certain mementoes
of his youth and some love letters,
tcgether with a prayer book that
his ‘mother had given him.

These valuablbs, of which no
one knew the existence except
herself, we removed and then
:::20 our préparations for depar-

The place with the store and
the rest of the stock were handed
over -to Tomaso on a half-profit
ugreement under : arrangements
that he should remit the share
of Inez twice a year to a
hank on the coast, where her
father had an sccount.

As we trekked away one fine
morninrg 1 asked Inez whether she
was gorry to leave the place,

“No,” she replied with energy,
“my life there has been a hell and
I never wish to see it again.”

Now it was after this on the
northern borders of Zululand that
Zikall's Great Medicine, as Hans
called It, really played its chief
part, for without it I think that we
thould have been killed every one
of us. [ do not propose to set out
the bus ness In detall; it is too
long and Intricate.

Suffice it to say, therefore, that

with all of us, Umslopogaas.”

“Not so, Macumasalin. That child|
of the King will give you safe con-
duct. It is | and mine whose blood|
he seeks, as he has the right to dol
since It is true that | would have
raised rebellion against the King, 1
who wearied of my petty lot and
knew that his place was mine. In
this quarrel you have no share,
though you, whose heart is as white
as your skin, are not minded to de-
sert me. Moreover, If you wished
to fight, there Is one In the wagon
yonder whose life Is not yours to
give. The Lady Bad-Eyes is as a
child In your arms and her you
must bear to safety.”

Now this argument was so un-
answerable that I did not know
what to say, So | only asked what
he meant to do, as escape was im-
poskible, seelns that we were sur-
rounded on every side,

“Make a glorious end, Macuma-
gahn,” he said with a smile. “I will
go out with those who cling to me,
that is, with all who remain of my
men, since my fate must be theirs,
and stand back to back on yonder
mound and there wait till these
dogs of the King come against us.
Watch a while, Macumazahn, and
see how Umslopogaas, Bearer of
the Axe, and the warrlors of the
Axe fight and die.”

Now I was silent, for I knew not
what to say. There we all stooa
wilent while minute by minute 1
watched the shadow creeping for-!
ward toward a mark that the head |
messenger, had made with his spear |
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had returned to her own place and
he must follow her at once.

I asked him azain where her
own place might be, to which he
answered vaguely that it was ev-
erywhere, and he stared first at
the heavens and then at the earth
as though she inhabited both of

“Learn, Umslopogaas, what a liar
is that old Billali, who told me that
She-who<commands  had departed
from Kor to her own place.”

“Perhaps this rock edge is her
own place, if she be there at all.
Macumazahn.”

“It she be there,” 1 answered

to me and belleve that if I keep
anything back from you it I8 be-
cause [ think it best to do so for
the present.”

“l trust and 1 believe,” she an-
swered. “Now please leave me,
hut tell me first where are those
women and thefr children?”

on all the frontiers, because it was
guessed that sooner or later he
would return to Zululand; also it
had become known that he was
travelling in my company.’

So it came about that when my
approach was reported by spies a
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CHAPTER XXIV. °

The Great Medicine.
LITTLE while later we start-

1 know not what, cut off the light
g0 that both the pinnacle and she
who stood on it became invisible.
A minute later it returned for a
little while, and there was the
point of the needle-shaped rock,

business, and she never again
spoke.tc me upon the subject.

Of this I was very glad, as how
on earth could | have explained to
her about Ayesha's prophecies as to
her lapse into childishness and sub-

we should be attacked at once and
killed everv one of us, since it was
not desired that any witnesses
should be left of what happened to
Umslopogaas.

Having delivered this ultimatum
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insisted should be carried for a day
or two, in litters and some on foot.
Inez I caused to be carried imme-
diately in front of myself so that
I could keep an eye upon her.

met after her long sleep, as in my
own case, she diu not recognize

Then Umslopogaas and 1 shook
our heads and pursued our way in
silence,

This was the last that I saw of
the glorious Ayesha, if indeed 1

It i8 not necessary that I should
give all the detafls of our long

hat 1T did not wundersiand
mveelf? y
Here I may as well finish the
story of Inez, that is, as far as [
can, As | have shown, ghe was al-

them

a very earnest and excellent o¢ld
priest of her own faith. The end of

—ip

ing that they would return for my
answer within half an hour.

When they were out of hearing
Umslopogaas, who had listened to
their words in grim silence, turned
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